EMBRACING REPROACH

| once heard Bob Mumford, a thought-provoking Bible teacher, declare, “The most
misunderstood person in all the universe is God, the Father.”

This statement caused me to consider how misunderstood God really is:

e He is often blamed for natural disasters.

e He is often blamed when our man-made dreams fall apart.

e Heis often blamed when someone loses a loved one.

e Heis often blamed when we are not healed or our loved ones are sick or suffering.
e Heis often blamed when we have an accident.

e Heis often blamed for miscarriages or inability to conceive.

If people could only see how much our heavenly Father wants to
comfort, console, and encourage them in their trouble, it would melt

EMBRACING their hearts into total awe and surrender.

REPROACH

T — Christians sometimes echo what the world says about God, blaming

Being Misunderstood Him for our own diseases, deaths, and disasters, allowing our own
mouths to be used by the enemy to reproach the heart of God. There
is even a trend these days of feeling the need to “forgive God”
because someone felt offended by Him or misconstrued His lack of
response to be a lack of caring. | often hear testimonies of those who
were so offended at God that they left the faith or deliberately did
things they knew were offensive to Him. | have never met anyone
who was angry at God who later did not realize they had completely
misjudged Him.

Penn Clark What is even more incredible about this is that God does little to
correct this image of Himself. He never grabs people and says, “Hey,
you got Me all wrong!” In His great humility, He allows people to

hold these wrong opinions, allowing His name to be maligned. He continues to show us His
love, even though we often despise Him for things He never did.

Mumford asks a profound question: “Are you willing to embrace being misunderstood so that
you might know the heart of the Father?”

This is available in print as a brochure and is also available as an eBook.



SAND IN OUR GAS TANKS

One Of The Most Common Ways The Enemy Tries To Stop Us In Our Tracks

Many people struggle with bitterness, but if you ask them about it, they are likely to say that it

Sand In Our
Gas Tanks

Penn Clark

is not a big issue for them. One reason they fail to see bitterness at
work in their lives is because it is a root. It says as much in Hebrews

12:14-15:

Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will
see the Lord: looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of
God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by
this many become defiled.

When | looked up resentment in the Oxford Dictionary, | found that it
means, “to retain feelings about an insult or injury sustained.”

Sounds like bitterness to me.

Bitterness is called a root because its manifestation is not always
obvious. It lies below the surface, spreading out and cropping up in
various ways. If we just removed the fruit of bitterness, it would be
like trying to remove dandelions by mowing off their tops only to see
them reappeared again the next day.

In this little booklet, | not only uncover the root and examine the fruit

but will also show how bitterness can be removed from our lives.

This is available in print as a brochure and is also available as an eBook.



A VISION THAT HOLDS

How to Perceive God’s Purpose For Our Lives

God is the Master Planner, who thinks like an architect, laying things out in advance with cause,
effect, order, and balance. He has the end in mind right from the beginning and does what it
takes to make things work while factoring in our own choices. When we look back on His

How To Percieve God's
Purpose For Our Lives

Penn Clark

leading, we can see how it all makes sense. We find that our lives are
progressive, not random or scattered with abrupt turns and dead
ends. Our lives should evidence one thing leading to another
because they were planned by the greatest Mind in the universe.
This is one reason why God speaks with such authority in Scripture:

I am God, and there is none else; | am God, and there is none like
me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient
times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall
stand, and I will do all my pleasure. (Isaiah 46:9-10)

Far too often, however, we do our own thing. We forfeit what He
planned and settle for the best we can come up with on our own.
We may even just do what our circumstances throw our way.

| believe the Lord wrote a plan for our lives according to what
brought Him the most amount of pleasure. Our own pleasure in life
is indelibly linked to His. We will find our purpose by seeking what
brings Him pleasure. In this booklet, we explore what a vision is and
how we can tap into it.

This is available in print as a brochure and is also available as an eBook.



PREPARING TO PREACH

Solomon was a preacher who taught the people in an interesting manner:

“The Preacher was a wise man who taught the people
well; and he pondered and collected many proverbs and
Preparing classified them. The Preacher was not only a wise man
T but a good teacher; he not only taught what he knew to
o Preach s . )
the people, but taught them in an interesting manner.
A wise man’s words are like goads that spur to action.
They nail down important truths. Students are wise who
master what their teachers tell them.” (Ecclesiastes
12:9-11, The Living Bible)

= We would be wise to make this our goal as well. | once heard
Pénn Clark someone say that it was a sin to teach from the Bible in a way
' that is boring. While it may not be a sin, there is no reason
why the most compelling book ever written should bore
people. Obviously, that is our fault, not the Bible’s.

Besides being interesting, our teaching should compel people
to action and cause important truths to become securely
fastened to all our hearts.

This is available in print as a small booklet and is also available
as an eBook. Don't let the size of this booklet fool you. It is loaded with helpful material that | use
when | teach others how to teach.

This brochure is available in print and as an eBook.



THREE BAPTISMS
| believe John the Baptist mentioned three baptisms in this verse:

“l indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me
is mightier than |, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Matthew 3:11)

Jesus experienced all three baptisms, and so will we if we follow Him
completely.

There is often a backlash when we decide to follow Jesus’ example
and become baptized in water. We also need to receive the Holy
Spirit, which was expected-- and is even promised. Both baptisms
require yieldedness and submission, which is what the enemy is
fighting against.

Both baptisms can strain relationships, separate the generations,
divide churches, and greatly complicate our lives. However, if we

THREE follow Jesus and let the Holy Spirit teach us, He will show us how to
BAPTISMS conduct ourselves and keep us from over-reacting. If we react, we
can become misled, go to extremes, and bring reproach upon our
experience.

by Penn Clark

This will wreck your life -- in the most wonderful way!

The third baptism is the baptism with fire. | believe that this largely pertains to how we are
mistreated and misunderstood by those who do not appreciate the new life we have come into.
| don’t think we can avoid it and remain true to our experience. We cannot compromise, deny
our experience, or conform to the way things used to be. | don’t think we can minimize the
amount of fire we are immersed into while trying to maximize the amount of power we want to
come out with.

Let’s face it, the devil is not going to just sit back and let us come into more spiritual power. His
goal is to shut us down. He momentarily uses the mouths of people around us to say what he
wants to have said. It is always interesting to hear what they say, which reveals what the devil is
afraid of most. God’s goal is to use whatever he throws at us to purify our motives and to cause
us to depend more completely upon Him.

It is the price for the privilege!

This brochure is available in print and as an eBook.



THE COMMITMENT

What We Do Instead of Church Membership

Some churches and denominations tend to think of membership as ownership. Others use
membership as a means of stopping any kind of movement of their members to other churches

THE
COMMITMENT

by Penn Clark

or other parts of the Body. In our local church we do not see it this
way. The only membership that is required in Scripture is being part
of the Body of Christ, and we want you to be able to freely draw
from other healthy parts of the Church, as God leads.

Rather than thinking of tradition church membership, we at
WellSpring prefer that those who are walking with us focus on
commitment.

Becoming committed can have great implications on your spiritual
life.

We believe that God is calling His people to commitment these days
in order to grow more deeply.

We believe that commitment comes from knowing that God has
called us to a specific purpose, to a specific place or people, for a
specific period of time.

Commitment to a local church is measurable in several ways. In this booklet we explore four
primary ways that | think determine if someone is committed to a local church or not.

This brochure is available in print and as an eBook .



THE PRIORITY OF CARE GROUPS

| believe we were created for fellowship. Everyone has a built-in hunger for it, but not every
church prioritizes around this spiritual need. The goal for each of our gatherings is to create an
opportunity for fellowship to take place. The pastor’s responsibility is to try to help move

THE PRIORITY
OF
CARE GROUPS

by Penn Clark

people from the outer perimeter of the church towards the center
or the core, but if they are not committed to koinonia themselves,
they will not be able to lead others into it.

Once we have tasted fellowship, we can never be satisfied with
just attending church per usual. If anyone wanted to attend
WellSpring but never enters into fellowship with us, we would not
be satisfied. It might be better for them to find another church to
attend where this might take place.

Small group meetings are central to the life of our church. Our Care
Groups run at higher-than-average participation level. Here are
some of the factors that have contributed to this high level of
involvement.

In the book of Acts, there were certain young men who were
chosen by the leaders to help meet the practical needs in the
church, all of which had spiritual implications. The people grew
because their needs were met, those who served also grew because

were able to develop their gifts, and the leadership grew because they were now free to spend
their time in the Word and prayer. This caused the church to grow. No wonder it says,

The word increased; and the number of disciples multiplied greatly. And a great company of the
priests were obedient to the faith. (Acts 6:7)

We are interested in these kinds of results, aren’t you?

People are looking for healthy, supportive relationships, so our goal is to create a small
group structure that will be the primary place where that can take place. As our church
continues to grow, our small groups will become even more essential in helping us feel

connected to each other.

This brochure is available in print and as an eBook.



PRAYING THE PRAYERS OF PAUL

We have been given a great confidence booster in 1 John 5:14-15 where we are assured that if
we pray according to God’s will, He hears us. If He hears us, He will answer our prayers:

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything
according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we
ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.”

Praying The
Prayers of Paul

Penn Clark

We can be assured of answered prayers even before we begin
to lift our voices. | took this idea and coupled it with the prayers
that Paul wrote out in his letters, knowing that each prayer
reveals what the will of God is for us today. | have often prayed
theses prayers for myself and over those | care about. | have
done this on and off for years and have seen a real benefit from
doing so. Try praying them over your friends, family, and for
your own church for the next thirty days and see what happens.
Keep in mind, God does not want us to pray by rote, but from
the heart, filled with faith, otherwise it will not profit us much at
all (Hebrews 4:2).

| also took the time to look them up in various translations | had
collected and gleaned even more insights. | also found that as |
prayed them, | changed them into my own words, which | think
impacted my prayer life as well.

This brochure should be kept with your devotional material.

This brochure is available in print and as an eBook.



THE PARABLE OF CHERRY LANE

This is booklet contains a parable the Lord gave me when | was
The Parable of a young disciple. While | have preached it a few times, | always
felt it was something He gave me for my own life, to serve as a
Cherry Lane . Nl -
reminder of how easily His blessing can become something it
tam was never intended to become. The parable of Cherry Lane
was written as a reminder that it is not just doing bad things
that can rob our lives of life, but often it is doing good things in
an imbalanced way that can hurt us. People have burned out
on ministry and other God-given jobs because they failed to
adjust the rhythm of their lives by resting and taking time to
come aside to gain fresh perspective about the things that
matter most in life. Like most parables, it all happened long
ago. ..

This brochure is available in print and as an eBook.

Penn Clark




WOMEN SILENT IN CHURCH?
And Why We Should Speak Against It

Admittedly, on the surface, it looks as if Paul was
prohibiting women from teaching. This has caused some
people to conclude that the apostle had a problem with
women. Nothing could be further from the truth. Not
only would the Holy Spirit never allow Paul’s own
prejudice to show through in Scripture, but the
misconception also contradicts what we can plainly see
him saying and doing throughout his ministry and
writings. We only need to consider how often he
greeted the women who labored with him in the gospel
to know that he had no problem with women speaking
in church.

To me, the issue about women not being allowed to
teach in church has eclipsed a greater truth, which
touches on an even greater need. The larger truth is that
Penn Clark we need to find our place in God’s order in terms of
headship. Misconstruing this important concept has
done more damage than any teaching any woman has
ever done. God’s order of spiritual authority and the responsibility husbands are to carry are
often overlooked in the very places where they teach against women teaching in the Body of
Christ.

This brochure is a perfect size for your devotions or a small group study. It is available in print
and as an eBook.
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SLAIN IN THE SPIRIT
What It Means And Why It Happens

If you have been in full gospel circles any length of

time you probably have a story to tell about being

SLAIN IN “slain in the Spirit.” Or at least you have questions

about it, wondering what it is and why it happens.

THE SPIRIT You should also have asked yourself, “Is it Biblical,
What It Means And Why It Happens and if so, where is it in Scripture?”

PENN CLARK

There are a number of verses in the New Testament
which indicate that certain signs occurred in the
apostles’ meetings that were not mentioned in
detail. It looks like being slain in the Spirit is one of
them.

What is interesting about the signs mentioned in the
Bible is that they were not always conclusive
enough in themselves to cause everyone to
abandon their misgivings. People can remain
doubtful in spite of some signs. | think this is true
concerning being slain in the Spirit. It is not always
something that convinces everyone about the reality of God. This can also be said of other
signs, such as speaking in tongues. Yet, when it first appeared on the Day of Pentecost, it was
mightily used to help 3000 people come to Christ, but not everyone who heard them
responded by coming to Christ. God chose that particular sign to birth the Church when He
could have chosen any other sign. It certainly captivated the people's attention long enough
that they might hear the gospel.

This brochure is perfect for small group study. This is only available as an eBook.

11
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AS THE DAYS OF A TREE

How God Grows People And Churches

Admittedly, on the surface, it looks as if Paul was prohibiting
women from teaching. This has caused some people to
conclude that the apostle had a problem with women. Nothing
could be further from the truth. Not only would the Holy Spirit
never allow Paul’s own prejudice to show through in Scripture,
but the misconception also contradicts what we can plainly
see him saying and doing throughout his ministry and writings.
We only need to consider how often he greeted the women
who labored with him in the gospel to know that he had no
problem with women speaking in church.

To me, the issue about women not being allowed to teach in
church has eclipsed a greater truth, which touches on an even
greater need. The larger truth is that we need to find our place
in God’s order in terms of headship. Misconstruing this
important concept has done more damage than any teaching
any woman has ever done. God’s order of spiritual authority
and the responsibility husbands are to carry are often
overlooked in the very places where they teach against

women teaching in the Body of Christ.

This brochure is a perfect size for your devotions or a small group study. It is available in print

and as an eBook.
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PROMISES TO THOSE WHO FEAR THE LORD
How To Use It To Your Advantage

The Bible talks a lot about the fear of the Lord, but few people
seem to know what it is, what it looks like in everyday life, how
to cultivate it, and how to tap into some of the best promises in
scripture are given to those who have it.

PROMISES FOR

‘How To Use It
To Your

§ Spiritual Advantage

This brochure is a perfect size for your devotions or a small
group study. It is available in print and as an eBook.

PENN CLARK

13
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Flowing Together
To The Goodness
Of The Lord

PENN CLARK

LET’S GO UP TOGETHER

Flowing Together To The Goodness Of The Lord

In the Old Testament, it was required by God for everyone in
Israel to go up to Jerusalem several times a year to take part in the
major feasts. In the same way, we are required to attend church
today. For many, there are a range of reasons given for why they
no longer do this. For some, the purpose has been lost along the
way, so they decide to go it alone. However, Christianity was never
intended to be done alone. If it had, there would have only been
need for wine, not the bread, which represents our being part of
the Body. | believe everyone needs to be part of a local expression
of that Body, so we can live a balanced spiritual life.

This study was written to remind all of us of the need to stay
together, as difficult as the journey is, it is easier than going alone.

| hope it inspires you find those who we can flow together with.

This brochure is a perfect size for your devotions or a small group
study. It is available in print and as an eBook.
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PROCLAIMING THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD

One day, while visiting His hometown synagogue, Jesus stood up to read Isaiah 61:1:
The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to
preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the

THE ACCEPTABLE brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of
YEAR OF THE LORD sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; To
Experencing Wore proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. (Luke 4:18-19)
Penn Clark This seemed to shed light on why Jesus did what He did. His mandate

was to proclaim, “the acceptable year of the Lord”.

To proclaim meant to introduce, announce, and usher in something
that had never existed before. This wasn’t a twelve-month period; a
whole new era of God's unmerited, undeserved, whole-hearted
acceptance of Israel was now accessible, even as it had been in the
lives of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob-- before the Law came into being.
These men of old had found favor with God, not because they were
good, but because He was good. Not because they had kept a list of
rules, but because they walked with Him by faith. Now it was all
coming full circle. We can learn from their stories, especially Jacob’s.
He could never have deserved any of the goodness and mercy that
had followed him all days of his life. God simply imparted favor to him because his grandfather
had found favor in His sight.

Part of Jesus’ mission was to recast God in a different light so that people would come back to
Him. Everything He did was an effort to make God as approachable, as kind, and as generous as
He really was. Jesus demonstrated that not only was God ready to heal them of their diseases,
but that it was not Him who was doling out sickness for every little offense.

This brochure is the perfect size for your devotions or for a small group study. This is only
available as an eBook.
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WHAT JESUS SAID ABOUT GREATNESS

How To Fulfill Our God-Given Need To Be Someone

From the beginning, man was built for honor, glory, and dominion. This means we have a
capacity and longing for these things right from birth. You could say it is in our DNA. Almost all
of man’s time and strength is put into acquiring these three things, again and again. This is
confirmed by Psalm 8:5-6, which says:

WHAT JESUS
SAID ABOUT
GREATNESS

w To Fulfill Our
od-Givell Need
0 Be Soleone

Penn Clark

You have made him but a little lower than God [or heavenly
beings], and You have crowned him with glory and honor. You
made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands;
You have put all things under his feet. (Amplified Bible)

The Bible definition of honor often means “to esteem, to value, or
show respect”. We are told in Leviticus 9:32, that we are to stand up
in the presence of a gray-headed person and honor the face of an old
man, as a sign that we fear God. This mandate was not seen in the
laws of other counties at that time; giving honor was one of the
distinguishing marks of the Kingdom of God.

Other biblical words often translated as “honor” all basically
mean to esteem and treat someone with respect because of who
they are or what they have done. When honor happens, someone’s
reputation is enhanced, or their circle of influence becomes enlarged.
We see this fleshed out in the story of Joshua, who took Moses’ place
as the leader of God’s people. God said to him: "This day | will begin
to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as |
was with Moses, so | will be with you. (Joshua 3:7)

Much of what we see as a longing to be successful today comes from our need to be great.

What if that compulsion is God-given?

What if it is not wrong, but how it happens and what we do with it that should be our

greater concern?

This brochure is a perfect size for your devotions or a small group study. This is only available as

an eBook.
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BUILDING WITH INTEGRITY

If We Keep Integrity, It Will Keep Us

Perhaps one reason people prefer Amish and Mennonite made products is that they know they

are getting products made with integrity. They strive to work with higher quality materials,
methods, and measures. This comes from an inner honesty. They care about getting things right,
whether anyone is looking or not. Customers benefit from this trait, knowing that their tables,
chairs, and cabinets will last for generations and become modern heirlooms, compared to the
stuff that is built to be replaced almost as soon as it is assembled.

For this study, we will explore how we can build
integrity into our lives in a way that affects our daily lives.
Let’s explore it in the following:

A Sense of Security. We are told that integrity will enable
us to walk freely, with a greater peace and confidence:

He who walks with integrity walks securely. (Proverbs
10:9)

Our Guidance. We need to cultivate integrity in the area
of guidance, helping us decide where to go and what to
do:

The integrity of the upright will guide them, but the
perversity of the unfaithful will destroy them. (Proverbs
11:3)

Personal Protection. We are told that it will keep us
spiritually safe, which is what we need for our families:

! Penn CJA(

v C__
5

Let integrity and uprightness preserve me, for | wait for
You. (Psalm 25:21)

This study explores various aspects of integrity which show up in the home, happen in the
workplace, and should be taught in every pulpit. It is an essential ingredient that is in high
demand today. | trust these notes inspire you as you strive to cultivate integrity in all you do.

This brochure is a perfect size for your devotions or a small group study. This is only available as
an eBook.
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EXCOMMUNICATING
OURSELVES

The Perils of Removing
Ourselves From Fellowship

PENN CLARK

EXCOMMUNICATING OURSELVES

The Perils of Removing Ourselves From Fellowship

The strictest discipline the church can impose on a member who
chooses to live in sin is called excommunication which means being
removed from fellowship. The word excommunication does not
appear in scripture, but the apostle Paul mentions this practice
several times, using terms in his letters like “putting away, avoiding,
or withdrawing from.” He did it only to stop the spread of a spiritual
disease like sexual sin, false teaching, or rebellion.

Essentially, excommunication involves forbidding a believer
from having fellowship with other members of a local church and
removing them out from church authority. With no fellowship, they
stop growing spiritually, because most of grace we receive flows
through the Body, (read 1 Corinthians 12) and most of the nutrition
we need flows from the Head through the Body (Colossians 2:19).

When someone has been removed from church authority, a
powerful shield of protection is removed making them vulnerable to
spiritual attack. It is as if the enemy is allowed to have his way with
us. We can see this stated clearly in 1 Corinthians 5:9, when Paul
instructed the Corinthians to remove an immoral person from their
midst, describing the action as, “...delivering them unto Satan”.

Something | find to be truly astounding is the fact that there are some believers today who
excommunicate themselves.

When they remove themselves from fellowship, they are removing themselves out from
under church authority, not considering the devastating effect this can have upon their spiritual

lives.

This brochure is a perfect size for your devotions or a small group study. This is only available as

an eBook.
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PROMISES FOR THE RIGHTEOUS

| think this walk of being right with God is like being a tightrope walker on a high wire. The thrillis in
walking the narrow walk between the two points, which pleases those who are watching, yet if

you fall there is always a net below us. Some religious groups imply
that there is no net. If you sin, it is over for you. You only get one
chance of if you happen to sin certain sins, God will be done with you.
Then there are those who spend all their time laying in the net, feeling
that God loves them no matter what they do, so why not just restin
His grace. To me, both are wrong. | happen to think that we need to
walk the narrow walk, going the distance, which pleases the One who
is watching. Yet, if we fall, we fall into His everlasting arms; His grace
will be there for us, but He expects us to get back up and keep
walking. You can see this in the book of Proverbs, where it says, “A
righteous person may fall seven times, (continually) but he gets up
again.” (Proverbs 24:16, GW)

Another way of seeing this is that | am made righteous by God by
faith, which makes me want to do right things. If | fail in the attempt to
do whatisright, | am covered by His robe of righteousness while | am
getting back up to walk the narrow walk again.

This gift of righteousness is useful in shutting down
condemnation, which the enemy uses to keep me down when | fall. If

| did not have a breastplate of righteousness available, | likely would never be able to recover by
doing enough right on my own.

| am so grateful for the breastplate of righteousness. There are times when he tries to work
me over, so | let him know that | am as righteous as Jesus, not because | do everything right, but
because He gave me His righteousness as a gift. This allows me to stand before God in prayer.

This brochure is a perfect size for your devotions or a small group study. This is only available as

an eBook.

19



WHAT JESUS SAID ABOUT WORRY
How to Break The Habit of Worry, Biblically

| read somewhere that you can break any habit within two weeks. That got my attention. While
| don’t believe it can be proven to be true one way or the other, as it could take longer for
some, the premise gave me hope that with a concerted effort, it can be done. However long it
takes, we can rewrite the script of any pattern in our lives using the Word of God. Every time it
raises its head, we will need to remind ourselves what Jesus instead. | have broken down this
brief study into fourteen sections, so we can focus on one concept a day for two weeks.
Obviously, fourteen days should not be seen as a

guarantee, but rather a reachable goal that we can set
WHAT JESUS before ourselves. If more time is needed, then simply go
SAID ABOUT through this booklet again, letting God’s Word work at
WORRY work.

Jesus had a lot to say about worry, which is a common
pattern of thinking that many of us allow to rule our lives.
It all begins with a thought, often about the future, or
things beyond our control, which robs us of our joy. Jesus
simply told us not to do it. He said it does not accomplish
anything or have the power to change whatever it is we
are concerned about.

It is a waste of spiritual energy that could be put to better
use, if intentionally redirected.

Penn Clark Let’s go forward trusting the Lord that if we abide in His
Word, His truth will set us free, as promised in John 8:31-
32.

This eBook is about 25-pages in length. This is only available as an eBook.
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WRESTLING FOR WHAT HAS BEEN PROMISED
How to Break The Habit of Worry, Biblically

| read somewhere that you can break any habit within two weeks. That got my attention. While
| don’t believe it can be proven to be true one way or the other, as it could take longer for
some, the premise gave me hope that with a concerted effort, it can be done. However long it
takes, we can rewrite the script of any pattern in our lives using the Word of God. Every time it
raises its head, we will need to remind ourselves what Jesus instead. | have broken down this
brief study into fourteen sections, so we can focus on one concept a day for two weeks.
Obviously, fourteen days should not be seen as a guarantee, but
rather a reachable goal that we can set before ourselves. If more
time is needed, then simply go through this booklet again, letting
God’s Word work at work.

WHAT HA"S‘ 3
ProMIS

Jesus had a lot to say about worry, which is a common pattern of
thinking that many of us allow to rule our lives. It all begins with a
thought, often about the future, or things beyond our control, which
robs us of our joy. Jesus simply told us not to do it. He said it does
not accomplish anything or have the power to change whatever it is
we are concerned about.

It is a waste of spiritual energy that could be put to better use, if
intentionally redirected.

Let’s go forward trusting the Lord that if we abide in His Word, His
truth will set us free, as promised in John 8:31-32.

This eBook is about 25-pages in length. This is only available as an
eBook.
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GOD’S PRIORITIES

A 10-Day Devotional That Helps Us Align Our Priorities With His

Becoming a disciple will require that we change our priorities. What we do with our time
reveals what our priorities are, and our priorities reveal what we really love.

While the word priority is not often found in the Scriptures, it is hidden in the word first.
Here is the Greek definition of the word first taken from the Strong’s Concordance:

FIRST (GK. 4412 proton from GK. 4413); firstly (in time,
Ai0:0ay Bevotons place, order, or importance): before, at the beginning,

GOD'S PRIORITIES chiefly, (at, at the) first (of all).

As you can see from this definition, what we do with

o ——— our time and what we do in order of importance,
gty reveals what our priorities are. What determines this
R d list is a tell. How we spend our time, money, and
strength shows what is important to us. Again, what we
prioritize our lives around reveals where our heart is.

We can see the word proton used in the following

verse:

“But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to
you.” (Matthew 6:33)

Penn Clark If we link this verse with the one in Luke 17:21,
where Jesus said the Kingdom of God is within us, we
soon realized that allowing Him to rule and reign within
us, is how we develop our spiritual lives. This is not something we decide to do once, but again
and again, decision by decision, conflict by conflict, allowing Him to be the One who decides
what we will do with our time, strength, and resources.

This brochure is an eBook. This is only available as an eBook.
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HOW TO KNOW IF YOU ARE CALLED
And What To Do About It

Through the years, | have met many people who felt called to ministry. This fits in with what
Jesus said about many being called. The word called simply means to be invited. We need to be
personally invited by Jesus Christ. But Jesus didn’t only say, “Many are called,” He tacked
something else on the end of the same verse. He said, “Few are chosen” (Matthew 22:14). To
be chosen means to be appointed to an assigned task. This becomes evident when He gives us a
place to minister. A different way of saying Jesus’ statement from
Matthew 22 is, “Many are invited, but few are given a placement."

There is another place where Jesus used the word few. He said, “The
harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few” (Matthew 9:37). On
both occasions, Jesus seemed to be saying that there is a shortfall of
people entering the ministry. The problem, though, is on our end and
not His. Even today, there seems to be a shortage of people entering
the ministry. And once again, the problem is on our end and not His.

Obviously, something has to happen between the time the invitation
is extended and the appointment is granted. This study is about what
takes place in that time between when we first feel called and when

we are finally released into ministry. The many that Jesus talks about,

HOW TO KNOW IF
YOU ARE CALLED

\ And What To Do About It who aren’t appointed, fall somewhere in this gap. Regretfully, there
are many who never see the backside of a pulpit or stand on the
PENN CLARK foreign soil they envisioned, not because God doesn’t let them, but

because they didn’t cultivate the call they had been given. Perhaps,
they failed to take the steps necessary to lead them into what God
had for them, or maybe they failed to wait for the process to be completed. As | talk with
people about preparing for ministry, | have found a third reason for this. They often tell me
that, short of going to seminary or Bible school, they don’t know what other steps to take to
cultivate the call that beats within their chests. These notes are based on the steps | took long
before | went to Bible school. These helped me prepare for ministry. | trust they will inspire and
encourage you to go the distance and come into the purpose you have envisioned for your life.

This is only available as an eBook.
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THE MORAVIAN MOVEMENT

A Model For End-Time Revival

When | was first introduced to Count Nicolaus Ludwig
von Zinzendorf it was as if | had found a long-lost
spiritual brother, who majored on many of the emphasis
that | had experienced in my own life and ministry. His
bold vision for community, discipleship, and missions
impacted the Wesley brothers who themselves were to
go on to lead an evangelistic mission movement like no
other. Zinzendorf was one of the great influential players
in church history, but today, few people know much
about him. While neither Zinzendorf nor the Moravian
movement were perfect, this booklet is intended to
draw attention to the things that can serve as a model
for end-time revival and harvest, which is something we
all long to be a part of.

Zinzendorf was a young apostolic leader whose church
in Germany had experienced a sweet summer of revival.
Thisin turn, led to a 24/7 prayer movement, which
spilled out into the world in the form of passionate
missions, at a time when few people in the Body of Christ were doing anything like it.

This brochure is a perfect size for your devotions or a small group study. This is only available as
an eBook.
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HOW TO LOVE LIFE AND SEE GOOD DAYS

Nobody Holds The Keys To Your Happiness

Our flesh has a natural reflex to want to do to others whatever we think they have done to us—
which results in our returning evil for evil, reviling for reviling. If someone says something bad
about us, we say something bad about them. This happens automatically as it is our first nature
to do this. It would require another nature, the nature of Christ, to not do it. To go beyond this

HOW TO LOVE
LIFE AND SEE
GOOD DAYS

Nobody Holds The Keys
To Your Happiness

Penn Clark

to actually do something good to those who hurt us is not natural, but
super-natural.

Instead of acting this way, Peter reminds his readers that we are
promised a blessing if we bless those who are at odds with us, which
we will inherit, both now and forever. What would this blessing look
like? It can manifest in many different ways, but it is so valuable that
he used it as an incentive to not respond in kind. Peter quotes what
David wrote in Psalm 34:12-16:

“For he who would love life and see good days, let him refrain his
tongue from evil, and his lips from speaking deceit. Let him turn away
from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes

of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears are open to their
prayers; but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”

The road of retribution is filled with landmines and ruined spiritual
lives. When we dish out whatever we feel we have been given, cold-
shoulder for cold-shoulder, silent treatment for silent treatment, or
slander for slander, we will find that it only makes matters worse. The

original offense will become lost in the fog of war. Our giving tit-for-tat will result in our
behavior spiraling downward like the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, which seems to go on
endlessly, until it is beyond repair.

This brochure could change your marriage and other relationships. This is only available as an

eBook.
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WHAT JESUS SAID ABOUT THE FIVE DISCIPLINES
How To Grow Like Jesus Grew

There are five basic disciplines embraced by all Christians. While there may be others, these
have been the primary focus of disciples from the very beginning. Jesus majored on each of
these both in His teaching and His example, and we should too, if we are to become like Him.
Remember, the goal of a disciple is to do what Jesus did in order to become what He became.
The five basic disciplines are:

WHAT JESUS SAID * 8lving,
ABOUT THE * prayer,
FIVE DISCIPLINES « fasting, L
e hearing, study, or meditation,
How To Grow Like Jesus Grew ° an d rest.

In this study, we will begin by exploring what Jesus
taught in the sermon on the Mount about giving,
prayer, and fasting. Later, in the book of Matthew we
will look at what He said about the importance of
hearing God’s word so we can do it. Jesus gave us the
most gracious invitation we will ever hear to come
aside to rest. He also demonstrated each of these
disciplines in a balanced way, modeling what they look
like so we can imitate Him.

Penn Clark

| call these disciplines because they are not required of
us as commandments. Doing them or not doing them
doesn’t make us eligible to go to heaven. In fact, many believers neglect doing them, at least
with any consistency. However, if we do them, they make us more effective, enhance our
spiritual lives, and make us more sensitive to God. They also help keep us free and will help us
be able to bring freedom to others.

This is only available as an eBook.
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WHAT JESUS SAID ABOUT CONFRONTING

How To Apply Matthew 18 To Resolve Your Conflicts

We can all agree that, while conflicts and misunderstandings are an inevitable part of any
relationship, the lasting hurts and barriers between us does not have to be. As we survey the
landscape of our relationships the number of unresolved conflicts lying around. It can resemble
a minefield. Someone gets hurt with each misplaced step. So we end up avoiding certain people,
certain places, and certain topics. Families learn to live this way and so do churches. This means
we can learn to stop living this way if we want. What Jesus taught is the fastest and surest way

What Jesus Said About
Confronting

How To Apply Matthew 18 To Resolve Your Conflicts

Penn Clark

This is only available as an eBook.

to stop. He told us that we need to confront each other.
Again, it is not easy to do, but it is easier than any alternative
we can come up with on our own.

The word confront comes from two Latin words: com (which
means, together) and frons (which means, forehead or
front). It describes two people meeting face-to-face to talk.
Although it is not a Bible word, the concept is referred to in
Matthew 18. It is important to our spiritual, mental, and
social well-being that we learn to confront and do it often.
The alternative is to keep everything bottled up, letting
bitterness set in. When this happens, it will poison our
spiritual life.

In Matthew 18, Jesus told us how to confront those who
have offended us. He did not teach us this because it is easy,
but we will find that it is easier than any of the alternatives
we can come up with on our own.
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THE MEEKNESS OF GOD
How To Apply Matthew 18 To Resolve Your Conflict

As | asked Jesus to teach me about pride and humility, He surprised me by leading me into an in-
depth study about meekness. | never saw the connection until most of this book was written.
Then | noticed how Jesus referred to Himself as being both meek and humble. One naturally
springs from the other. | don’t think we can fully
understand our pride without understanding what it
means to be meek.

My working definition of meekness is “to become utterly
dependent upon another”. Another definition that has
been helpful has been, “putting aside your own fiery
nature.”

THE MEEKNESS

OF GOD' i1 Moses referred to himself as the meekest man on earth.

Why would he say this, and how did God produce this level

N/ ,' " of meekness within him? The answer may surprise you, as
it did me, but | have found that He has been using the same

means to produce meekness in me all these years.

In this eBook we explore how having meekness is required

) of those who work with God. You can be in the ministry

Penn C|ark without meekness, many are, but you cannot be mightily
\ used of the Lord without it.

This eBook is about 35 pages in length and perfect for a small group discussion. This is only
available as an eBook.
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RESISTING THE DEVIL - back page

How To Tell Him Where To Get Off

Jesus told His disciples that He saw the devil fall like lightning from heaven. This adversary is still
in the earth and at work in our midst. Jesus wanted the disciples to displace him from the lives of

RESISTING
THE DE

How To Tell Him
Where To Get Off

those they encountered along the way, prohibiting him from hurting
people. Jesus went on to tell the disciples how much authority they
were being given over all the work of the devil. As disciples today, we
have the same authority, if we would but use it.

Later, on the other side of the cross, after Jesus had died, was buried,
and had been resurrected, He was invited to sit in heavenly places
beside His Father, and was given complete authority. As amazing as
this was, the Father went even further, causing us to be identified with
Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection when we were born-again. He
has given us the privilege to sit with Jesus in heavenly places, with
authority to tell the devil what he can and cannot do. It was one thing
to give authority over all demons to the twelve disciples, then later to
the seventy, but now He has given all authority to all believers,
everywhere, for all time.

This little brochure is loaded with big implications. It will help us see
the authority we have been given, and how to use it. The first time |
taught this, was to the dads in our church, who were unaware that
they could stand up the devil when he was messing with their children,

who were being tormented in their minds, in their sleep, and by other kids. Somebody needed
to step up and tell the devil where to get off, so | taught them how to take responsibility and the
authority Jesus gave to them.

This eBook is perfect for personal devotions or small group discussion. This is only available as

an eBook.
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BIBLE STUDY GROUP DISCOUNT If you want to study a book as a small group or Bible Study,
and order 5 or more, we will give you a discount.

INVEST IN SOMEONE When | was a young disciple someone from church bought me an entire
series of books. It really blessed me. You can do the same thing, and we will help by giving you a
discount on our entire series of books. Just write us an email and we will work with you to invest
in someone's spiritual life.

DONATE A BOOK TO YOUR CHURCH LIBRARY Just let us know if you would like to donate a
set of our books to your church library and we will give you a special rate.

SET UP ABOOK TABLE AT YOUR CHURCHC OR SPECIAL EVENT After you get permission

from your pastor, we will stock a book table for you to manage at your church or special event.
Just email us and we will work with you to get these books into your sphere of influence.
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